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THE HOUSEHOLD PARADOX IN
DEVELOPMENT STUDIES AND PRACTICE
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We use household surveys constantly {14 Er{EHSR
PiAE

 to compare states of well-being of different populations
within and across national boundaries using universal
survey instruments {5 A 18 A #Y1E & T & X L [E A A1

E| R Z B EIAONEFRRA

* to assess the impact of poI|C|es by comparing the state
of households across time 1# 13 % 3 PR EI A 3T EE
S 1l BUAR =2




Yet we have also accepted the importance of gender in
analysis and practice (mainstreaming) with its
fundamental critique of the concept of the unitary

household ATFEANIEFEIAERE AR PIEEM
AR B X B —ZR PRI IR A P HEH

And historical sociology and anthropology generally
dismissed long ago the idea that there is a universal
household (particularly for rural Africa and rural China)
EHSFEMARERER FERAZIAMBERFR T SR
A (KERIEMAPERRFHX)




WHAT WILL WE DO IN THIS LECTURE??
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>
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Think about the source of the paradox BEiX—{FitHIEIR

Discuss the gender critique of the unitary household i %
FR—RFPRERHREF

Discuss the implications of the critique for development

research WHEX#FIXT & RIAFRAIEN

Objective: illustrate the usefulness of gender analysis
applied to an important question in rural development
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WHAT IS THE SOURCE OF THE
PARADOX? =1 M1al T 3

O Household is a comparative analytical concept that
demands consistent definition across space and time X

i—/l\ttis‘z’riﬂﬂﬁ*ﬁ#&@, B BT H I TERMRNA
O Household is atechnique of governance used in counting
and controlling populations &R P E&— 1R F4itFiEsl A0
REEAR
O The new household economics has dominated the neo-
liberal development consensus $iREZFFEF THHEHE
F XA R




HOUSEHOLD IS A COMPARATIVE ANALYTICAL
CONCEPT THAT DEMANDS CONSISTENT
DEFINITION ACROSS SPACE AND TIME R} &— 1 th#
RIS ITEE, EFREMN ZEATAITIE SRR E

Common elements of the definition EX PR HEEZEE

« Family based PAZR EE A E i
- Residential E{F1£RY
« Shares a common cooking pot “— M@ EZIR”
Demographers’ methodological concern (the ‘statistical household’) A

A% ERAZEREER ( “GHEX LHRF” )
» Discrete membership 5381 A% 7
 Sampling frame 1 £4E
« Comparability AJ EE 1%
 Double counting EE1t+E
» Headship Z1<
Stop and Think: the rural migration, the sharing and the patronage problems
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SOURCES OF THE DEMOGRAPHERS'
CONCERN: THE CENSUS AS A TECHNIQUE
OF GOVERNANCE ANOZiHERMEB=EKRIE 1EN

—URIEARMAOES

The importance of the sample frame, double-counting avoidance

and headship accountability for: H# A&, BEHEEEHEMRKIEE
FIEL e EEN:

« Taxation FzU{
« Control of labour mobility 15555 51 1157 5
 Social provisioning 1t &t [

e.g. the work of colonial officials in Mozambique $llaN = FtL 7 5E
RUEHABATE SR T(E




THE IMPORTANCE OF FINDING A
MAXIMIZING AGENT IN NEO-CLASSICAL

ECONOMICS HHE T X &5 ez KL es)&
FHEEMR

O The New Household Economics resolved the problem of not
accounting for the importance of non-commodified work in

development fIRELFFBRTELZRPRGIEFTRMYFIHNERE
M+ HE Ay a)

O It introduced the concept of household strategies where the
household is a kind of person that thinks and plans B3|\ T ZRE
REFEVEE S, XPBSR “RP” MABEZFHTIBA

O It used the concept of the benevolent dictator to argue that what
happens in households is the best possible outcome for all

concerned. B A T ZNMRE XM SRRIAR AP LENEH
RREBHEHAHAEVRESHNRESR

Stop and Think: best for all vs best possible

BE: WA ARE VS GAEERINERE




THE FEMINIST CRITIQUE OF THE CONCEPT
OF THE SEXUAL DIVISION OF LABOUR %1%
£ OON 5T BRI 57 TR ERILF

O The sexual division of labour is not functionally harmonious
but contradictory and thus unstable and conflictful, an area of

contestation FRIFIE MR 7 TARE _ERIEHAZFIER, ™
;gg%ﬁ% HEART S AREMEGSHRYE, 2—NFNUAE

O Relation between women and men can be at the same time
oppressive and yet advantageous for women (co-operative

conflicts) B Z BHIX AT REE R, AMFEET AT
aARE (SEERHZE)




CONTD ¥ |t

O The sexual division of labour is not biologically given but

historically shaped and thus changeable b4 #1454 T H
ARETEYMR, MELEAEFER, FHttETANER

O Gender: the historically constituted social and cultural
construction of biological differences of sex # <14 5]: B
e RIX MR B E Y ZE RS ER

Stop and Think: Why gender rather than the sexual division of labour?

BE: AT ARFINASMER S ITMAZEDMER T I?




TWO MAJOR FEMINIST CRITICISMS OF
HOUSEHOLD APPROACHES TO
AGRARIAN CHANGE %4 F TR BrA T ah
RSB EEZ

The unitary household B—HJZR A

* Improvement in the overall position of the household is not
invariably shared equally by all members of the household Z< EZ%2

RRRREFH A DR RERFF AR RN ZE

* The division of labour and the guality of life are not equal within the

household RERFHIFH &7 THEFRREHLEANFFLN
The public/private dichotomy/ZA 5FARI — T X3

* Relations of gender and generation cut across households,

communities and polities 4 AIFIXFRKX RES T HKE . FLXFEUE




Market cycle A 1EHL State governance cycle EZEIRTEIR

Economic
self interest

. . / Redistribution
ZFBEK

£\ ‘
ousehold R ,

Production,
distribution &
consumption
. A ﬁm*ﬂi

Reciprocity & conflic

Redistribution

Borh /

Domestic cycle 2% JiZ A ZRIEIL Civil society associational cycle
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DIFFERENT THEORETICAL WAYS OF
RESOLVING THE PARADOX f#RiX—I1FitRIA[E]
B A

Neo-classical and institutionalist: Frer#3E FHIE £ X
° 'Ell',;]i%aximising individual is the unit of analysis 77 #T 2L 2IERFE KL
J7l
* The household Is the outcome of an imperfect bargaining process K
ENTEMRFATIENER
. Ob'éective offolic . iImprove the bargaining position of women B B R
o M IR F e AL
;olitical economy class based approaches LM AERMBIBURETEM

« Societies are not formed by maximising individuals but by social
relations L SRS XHREMR, MAZHIERFEALAMMAERRHY

* Relations of gender cut across households and intersect with class/|4 7|
KA T HPolE, SMREZEK

* Policy: transform the division of labour rather than patching up its
c;I()nsequences BUR: ¥THHATL, MARNESERNFREITIZEZAD
%\




WHAT IS TO BE DONE ABOUT THE
HOUSEHOLD IN RESEARCH

METHODOLOGY? N FMHEAEZLFIEK "%
AN{a[Ab3E

O Adjusting survey instruments without undermining

comparability ZEAHISE AT LRI ATE MR EETAR

O Recognising the silences and distortions in particular survey
data in our interpretation of them £ @R = HIEFZIN IR EE %
WIRWEHRS Y

O Designing our research, including which units of analysis we
use and how we define them, in function of our own research

questions MRIFI|AVFSTIEE, KRN, SEFRERD
SRR EE]




ADJUSTING SURVEY INSTRUMENTS
WITHOUT UNDERMINING COMPARABILITY
EAHIZERIEEMERRIIR TR IAETER

E.g. To better understand household structure and the
positions of apparently unrelated members (Randall et al

2Ot]:;i:l): fGlan, AT EBEFHIRMRSREERFNAPL 8 IR H T BRI AL 51
AR

 data on relationship to household head could be replaced with
data on relationships between different household members,
recorded either in a grid form or by identifying smaller units
within households 5 7 F xRV IE AT LU AR EAE LR Z (8
X ARMEIREMK, FEXEHFEICRBIMIBRPIEIHAIRKE
RIERRYSE /N R AL




* individuals could be recorded as members of more than one
household, provided they met specified criteria, while also
recording the nature of their membership (provider, dependant,
polygamous man, occasional resident, etc.) and their presence or
absence at the time of the survey. 2R (| 1F B4FErRE, MAA
U BEALE— TR, FERNZEIER TN SHMHR (55
KA KME. ZFEE, EBEEE, FF) URMENEREERZ
B

* Note: comparability is an issue, e.g. non-marketed production in
Mozambique national accounts ;Z&: A/LL 42— 1NEE, #14,

GERRILZ EXZE FHITETH L~




RECOGNISING THE SILENCES AND DISTORTIONS OF
SURVEY DATA IN OUR INTERPRETATION OF THEM7E
R S BENT E ) ORISR IR 5 TTK

Know how the data were collected ZliE ¥ IE 2 oAU ERY

- Read the questionnaire []i5[a]&

« Know who was interviewed 1181714 7 FFLE A

« Formerly only women in DHS Z Bi7E “AOS5EEREAZE” FRAEXHE

» Household heads in household expenditure surveys £ 2% i 2 1 &

P E
- Recognize the impact of normative questions in interviews AR 2 #1355

M [B) BL7E 171K HP Y =2 i

» E.g. who cares for the disabled in the household 540, 7E£3% 2 ifEskBERY
BERENRERR

* Look for evidence elsewhere on areas that may not be covered
(expenditure vs. income flows) ¥ #PLE B] 58 71 55 B9 Sisl 2= 72 7l A F 35 0E
# (X vs. 1A

Know the context (the importance of qualitative evidence)#liEHZEN S

= (EMEEHNEEN)




DESIGNING OUR RESEARCH, INCLUDING WHICH
UNITS OF ANALYSIS WE USE AND HOW WE
DEFINE THEM, IN FUNCTION OF OUR OWN
RESEARCH QUESTIONS #B#EHA 1808 ZE 1 &, FikiTF
ITROBRZE, RIEFTE R AT L R A R EEA]

Correlations do not establish causality; large
standardized international surveys may not tell us
much about the processes we need to look at to
understand, for examples, the dynamlcs of poverty,
inequality and growth. XM HAgEEILER KR, KFH
AR EX R EBREZE R e X AR L ER R/ E IR FAY
J‘L_};ﬂ%ﬁﬁ%hu Blan, 7l NEFSEKPHSEL
pUR -




A sharp limited survey that takes instances as well as
agents (individuals or households) as units of analysis
might be needed to get at these processes: —4“EtLL

RO LLgEBIE (MEERRP) ASth BB REER
AR BNRAN T X Eeid 32

e e.g. Instances of land inheritance after the death of a
title-holder 4R, 7EFFE ANEH 2 fFAY H4kA o]0 5
(]l




ISTHE HOUSEHOLD UNIVERSAL?
KREEPASKING THE QUESTION
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