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Eradicating Absolute Poverty: A Sociological Study of China’s New Practice
of Poverty Alleviation ««:ceeeeeereeeeneaneianiian. Li Xiaoyun & Xu Jin 20

Abstract: To analyze the process of the ongoing poverty alleviation in China this paper
subdivides the state-society system into a system composed of dynamic interactions
between diverse agents such as politics bureaucracy village administrative and village
societal subsystems. Adopting this theoretical framework and concepts of encounter

interface and responsiveness we construct a micro-narrative of top-lown transmission of
poverty interventions subject to a dynamic state-society interaction. The authors argue
that China’s recent poverty alleviation is in general a process of state-society integration
under political agendas which not only constructs an institutional foundation for policy
implementation but also becomes a fundamental institution that drives China’s
continuous progress in poverty reduction. This institution embodies China’s state-driven
developmental politics. The encountering and responses between poverty agendas and
bureaucratic systems village administration and village society may be influenced by
social agents who have different life worlds. In general however poverty reduction
reflects a reshaping of bureaucracies by political systems a linking-up of village society
to the modern world and an integration of state and society. This constitutes the

fundamental mechanism for progress made in poverty reduction in China.

New Mechanism for Poverty Alleviation: Organization Operation and
Function of Work Teams Stationed in Villages
.............................. Deng Yanhua Wang Yingyi & Liu Wei 44

Abstract: Previous studies on work teams for poverty alleviation have explored how
external environment shapes actions of members when they are stationing in villages but
paid little attention to this type of work teams organizational characteristics and their
relevant impacts. In this paper we define work teams for poverty alleviation as hybrid
bureaucratic organizations and argue that they could serve as an organizational base
smoothening the transformation of campaign-style governance to routine bureaucratic
politics. We lay out in detail that the organizational hybridity of work teams may
facilitate the efforts of pooling resources collecting information and training cadres but
it also leads to some management issues such as mission drift softening of rigorous
rules and strained personal relations. In the conclusion we further regard members of

9

work teams for poverty alleviation as “the embodied state ” which would enhance
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