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Supporting System for the Rural Ieft-behind Hderly: A life Value Perspective

Gao Ruiqin Ye Jingzhong

Abstract: The supporting system of rural left-behind elderly includes self-support based on farming
or livestock raising descendant-support based on younger generations and social-support based on
welfare system. “Home care” is still the most popular old-age care model that fits in the needs of left—
behind elderly in rural China. At present the base of “home care” relying on self and descendant sup-
port is declining gradually while social support is still quite limited. Through redefining the social role of
left-behind elderly we found that they are not “wasted lives” but important foundations for the coun-
tryside. The supporting system of rural left-behind elderly should include a welfare system based on the
concept of “sharing” which helps them obtain the deserved part from social wealth; a medical system
based on the concept of “big health” which provides more effective health cares; and the cultural sys—
tem based on a “bottom-up” concept which makes them better enjoy their life.
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Table 1  Percentage of Left-behind Elderly Engaged in Farming and Livestock Raising

(%) (%)
60 ~ 69 84.2 76.7
92.1 65.2
7.9 34.8
70 ~79 49. 4 71.3
98.4 75. 4
1.6 24.6
80 23.6 65.2
100 93.7
0 6.3
)
(60 ~69 ). (70 ~79 )\ (80
’® “ ”»
84.7% ( 60 ~69 )
70 ~79 ) 80 23. 8%
o (2011) N N
(2000) .
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Table 2 Land Transfer in Selected Villages of Chengdu City Sichuan Province
( /.
( ) 2 2000 1600
( ) 28 370 1000
( ) 29 900 1215
40 1600 1300
36 240 1200
39 520 980
42 310 810
38 460 1100
37 450 1050
( ) 31 300 1100
( ) 44 410 1200
3 (.
2.2
o 43. 6%
86. 4%
1 75 o
o 12 500 o
10 o 1000 ~

2000 o
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Figure 1 Economic Support by Descendants of Left-behind Elderly ( 2012 ~2015)
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Table 3 The Attitude of Left-behind Elderly to the Elderly Nursing Home
() () (%)
(%) (%) (%)

60 ~ 69 53.2 21.6 17.9 23.7

70 ~79 34.6 9.8 11.3 32.3

80 17.9 10. 2 12.6 28.9
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( 2003; Tamara Jacka 2013) , 18 ~
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Figure 2 Economic Support and Care Provision to Left-behind Elderly by Age
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