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The Development of Property Right of Rural Homestead
in the Past 70 Years ( 1949—2019)

HU Zhen

Abstract Under the influence of the Constitution of the Soviet Union the Constitution of the People’s Republic of China
introduced the concept of Means of subsistence and Means of production for the first time in 1954. In the legislation
farmers” houses are transformed from citizens” private property to means of subsistence. The 1962 Regulations on the Work
of Rural People’s Commune ( Amendment draft) classify rural homestead into means of production and thus it is collective—
ly owned and used by farmers. Through the collectivization of movement farmers” ownership of homestead is weakened into
a de facto right of housing. Since the Reform and Opening the nature of the property of the house has been recognized in
legislation and the nature of usufruct of the right to use the homestead has been confirmed and realized through the rural
reform. The property attribute of the homestead has been gradually restored. The history of homestead in the past 70 years
shows that the property of homestead should be continuously promoted under the premise of insisting on collective owner—
ship and farmers should be given more property rights which is the only way to realize the revitalization of the country—
side.
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