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Abstract: Since Pierce proposed the concept of “feminization of poverty” in 1978 the subject of women and poverty has become the fo—
cus from many fields of inquiries such as labour economics family sociology anthropology development studies and feminist studies. Un—
der certain conditions the feminization of poverty is an matter of fact. However its representation differs form various political economic
and cultural conditions. Feminization of poverty cannot be seen as a generalized global phenomenon. The research on the feminization of
poverty must not only focus on the dimensions of income and consumption. The research method needs to move beyond an analytical unit
such as female-headed households and broadened poverty issues to genders and other groups. Multidimensional poverty and its causes
should be taken into account. The disadvantages of women in the process of urbanization and industrialization need to be analysed from
the perspective of overall social relations. Development interventions that narrowly focus on women often produce negative results. In the
sum this article synthesizes the empirical evidence of the feminization of poverty through literature studies and analysizes the complexity

and diversity of women and poverty linkage.
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