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Logic of Life:The Diversity of Peasants’ Livelihood Structure Based on “Family Oriented”
——A Field Study of W Dong Village in Qiandongnan

GAO Xuelian
(College of Humanities and Development »China Agricultural University Beijing 100193, China)

Abstract; With the changing of China’s agriculture transformation and household mode, there was a
new behavioral logic of agricultural production and operation in W Dong Village. It was a diversity trend of
livelihood structure based on“family oriented”, which included rice planting, fish cultivation in rice fields,
off-site farming (sugarcane cutting) , pine oil cutting, pine tuckahoe planting, rape planting,etc. The peas-
ants used their production wisdom to arrange time and work, so as to match the agricultural production
time with their livelihoods. Family economic behaviors in W Dong village had dual characteristics of“teleo-
logical rationality” and “axiological rationality”. The teleological rationality reflects their diligent economic
attitudes and trying every effort to accumulate family wealth. Axiological rationality responds the social
embeddings of economic behaviors, which is reflected on their family ethical responsibility, village social -
dentity and the sense of collective belonging.
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