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CHEN Yi-yuan' LI Yong-ping®

(1. College of Humanities and Development Studies China Agricultural University Beijing 100083 China;
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Abstract: This article examines the movement of “Gan-Nan ( Southern Jiangxi) New Women” from a perspective of rural vitalization

and discusses how private and public affairs intersect in the mass household sanitation efforts in response to All-China Women’s

Federation’s call for building “beautiful homes”. It also explores that how women have been mobilized to improve household sanitation

from which they are involved in the village governance. The article argues that a group of women activists have grown through their par—

ticipation in the movement which may have created opportunities for the re-organization of rural women. The local governments rural so—

ciety and village organizations have all provided mechanisms to increase womens public participation. These mechanisms have increased

opportunities for women to connect to the society rebuild their public identity and engage in practice and public participation.
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