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A summary of rural social work in developed countries
Guo Zhanfeng Li Zhuo
Abstract Although the development of social work made remarkable achievements during the
past 100 years in the United States and other developed countries, however, rural social work has
experienced a tortuous development process, even interrupted in the United States, and later has
been in the state of marginalization. In recent years, rural social problems continue to highlight in
Britain, Canada, Australia and other countries, rural social work again entered the horizons of

scholars and is showing a good momentum of development. This paper aims at summarizing the
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development history, research fields, practical problems and research perspective transformation
of the rural social work in developed countries, in order to get some enlightenment to the
development of rural social work in China, and try to make balanced development between rural
social work and urban social work, also to make complement each other, to jointly cope with
social problem which emerge during the rapid social changes in China.

Keywords Developed Countries, Social Work, Rural Social Work, Social Changes in China, Rural

social issues
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