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The Paradox and Introspection on Rational Cultural Preservation
of “Government-support”
——A Survey on Dongge Cultural Preservation in S Village Rongjiang County

Guizhou Province
Gao Xuelian

Abstract A survey of S village Rongjiang County had been discussed in this paper, which was about the paradoxand intro-
spection of government-support protectionduring the project of minority cultural preservation . The cultural preservation
mode of putting “cultural inheritors” into the national supportive system maypropel the eliminating of Dongge inheritors’
Charisma authority, while minority culture had been spread on the surface. In the traditional and modern interwoven culture
duality dilemma, the artistic lifestyle of cultural inheritors gradually faded. The Dongge singers were existing only as “per-
formers” in ethnic festivals, and the collective subjects changed from “Zhai-lao to the village committee. The content of the
Dongge exhibition was largely manifested as the characteristics of “de-folklorisation”. The government expected to construct
the protection mechanism of minority culture through institutionalized support typepreservation, nevertheless, it deconstruct-
ed the self-consistent mechanism of minority cultural preservation to some extent. The suggestion is as following: surmoun-
ting the nationalitypreservation, creating minority inner advantageous cultural circumstance, motivating minority cultural
consciousness and cultural identity, converting “supportive preservation” to “spontaneous preservation”. These are the key
points of avoiding external institutional damage and irradiating minority cultural vitality.

Keywords Dongge culture; Government-support preservation; Rational preservation; Cultural duality ; Cultural conscious-

ness



