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Becoming Young Female Farmers: the Process and

Characteristics of Rural Women Engaged in Family Farming

JIANG Yan

LI Meng PAN Lu

Along with agricultural transformation and development women’s participation in agriculture is no longer a sym—

bol of backward productivity. Rural young women are the human resource advantage for rural and agricultural development.

How rural young women participate in modern agriculture and rebuild their subjectivity not only shapes the sustainability of

family production but also affects their interests in the national development. Based on a case study in Huang Village of Ji

County in Hebei Province this paper argues that the engagement of rural young women in agriculture shows distinctive fea—

tures from the debates on feminization of agriculture. The socialization of agricultural production and management has great—

ly expanded the social space for young female farmers to participate in agricultural production and provided possibility for

them to acquire new resources beyond the patriarchal system. However rural young women still face lots of difficulties to

engage in agricultural production. To stimulate the enthusiasm and agency of rural young women in agricultural production

the difficulties they face deserves more attention during the implementation of the Rural Vitalization Strategy.
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