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Abstract: Based on questionnaire survey and case studies in different villages our research finds that the feminization of agriculture is
developed from the intersection of multiple factors in labour migration. On the one hand the feminization of agriculture follows the princi-
ple of rational decision making which is not based on individual choices but family collective interests. Regarding gender-based division
of labor family reproduction is women’ s leading task ahead of agricultural production which women do as their secondary responsibility
after care work including inter-generational care work and keeping their children accompany in school as their prior motives. On the oth—

er under the influences of traditional gender roles family outlook and opinions of the villagers women usually choose to stay behind and
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undertake agricultural production contributing to feminization. This study shows that feminization of agriculture doesn’ t lead to marginal—
ization of rural women but actually increases their decision-making power. This new mode of division of labor in different locations has

also become a new mechanism to support the family in the countryside and maintain the marital relationship in the new social context.
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