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The Genesis of Legal Education at an Agricultural University .
A Study of the History of Legal Education at
China Agricultural University (1904 —1949)

QU Jian

Abstract In 2023, the College of Humanities and Development Studies at China Agricultural University
celebrates its 30th anniversary, and it also marks the ‘30th anniversary’ of the Department of Law within
the university. However, the history of legal education at China Agricultural University extends far beyond
three decades. In fact, legal education was incorporated into the educational planning of agricultural uni-
versities since the 1904 “ Guimao Education System” of the late Qing Dynasty. From late Qing times
through the Republican era to the founding of the People’s Republic of China, the development trajectory
of legal education at China Agricultural University is winding but clear. It can be observed that legal edu-
cation has been an integral part of agricultural education, dating back to the earliest predecessors of China
Agricultural University. Exploring the historical origins of legal education at the university also provides a
historical perspective to answer the question of “why an agricultural university has a department of law” .
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