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MANUFACTURING “CONSENT’ HOW AFRICA ACCEPTS
CHINESE EXPERIENCE OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT? A SINO-
TANZANIA AID PROJECT IN THE PERSPECTIVE OF
DEVELOPMENT ANTHROPOLOGY
Lei Wen Wang Yihuan Li Xiaoyun

Abstract Whether China’ s experience in rural development can be learned by Africa is the
topic of academic interest but there lacks detailed analysis in  “how to learn” . In this paper the
authors cite a village—level poverty alleviation project executed by China in Tanzania as an example
to analyze the localization process of the project. It is found that China’ s experience in Africa is
heterogeneous  which is patched up by the consent mechanism constructed via identity strategy and
supervision strategy carried out by African management team and an internal consensus is built in
the further development of the project. Therefore China’ s development experience characterized by
“intensive and meticulous farming” and “led by village-level leaders” has formed the “collusion
of development” between China and Africa.
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