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Embed Technology in Rural Areas: The Transmutation of

Agricultural Technology and Farmers
Based on an Empirical Study of a Village in North China

SANG Kun

Abstract When agricultural technology is embedded in rural areas, under the different social structure and relationship
network, the action logic of technology and the behavior sirategy of farmers are different. The research shows that the em-
bedding way of agricultural technology is shaped by the country, the village and the farmer. The local affinity of the techni-
cal carrier makes the technology the characteristic of taking root in the countryside, and the technical affinity of the rural
elite also makes the technology obtain the social foundation of embedding. However, the demand of farmers in the period of
collectivization, individualization and marketization is different, so the interaction between farmers and the technology also
presents three forms of “embedding” , “de-embedding” and “re-embedding”. Agricultural technology is not a one-way but
a two-way communication activity. The technical distance between the inventor and the user can be reduced by the local af-
finity of the technical carrier. As a way of social expression, agricultural technology should grasp the needs of farmers in
different periods, and find a new technological affinity group as a breakthrough, so as to realize the “deep embedding” of
technology in rural areas to promote agricultural transformation.

Keywords Agricultural technology; Farmers; Technical carrier; Native affinity; The embedding



