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The Characteristics and Functions of Remittance
for Africa by Africans in Guangzhou
LU Jixia
(China Agricultural University, Beijing 100193, China)

Abstract : As a part of the South— South migration population, Africans went to Guangzhou since 1990s to carry
out business and trade activities between China and Africa. Based on in—depth interviews and participatory observa-
tion, this paper finds that Africans in Guangzhou contribute to improving their family livelihoods and local social devel-
opment through sending commodities rather than cash to their left—behind families in Africa. Such a unique way of re-
mittance not only benefits their family economically, but also enables their family members to gain business skills. It
brings more social and cultural significance to those left—behind families and communities in Africa than cash remit-
tance usually conducted by migrant population does, therefore it plays an important role in establishing the China— Af-
rica relationship at practical level.
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