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Multi-agent Participation in Project Governance .
Government Intervention or Market Regulation?

An Example on the Agricultural Standardization Demonstration Project

YAN Yanhua QI Gubo CHU Qiao

Abstract Project governance of multi-agent participation is a prevailing governance style and experience model as project
system applied in practice in china, and also a result of interaction between “something-right- done government” and “ef-
fective market” for a long time. Historical development in review, agricultural standardization demonstration project trans-
formed its governance structure from single government subject management to multi-subject co-governance represented by
agricultural enterprises, which had an important impact on the status of project participants, capital allocation and negotia-
tion mechanism. Two main factors driving this structural change are here: firsily, the gradual maturity of system and market
conditions, i.e. “timely and appropriate macro-control by the government” and “gradual improvement of market mecha-
nism” ; secondly, the growing need for the government and new business entities, i. e. “the government needs market
forces for its future” and “the market players play an effective role”.

Keywords Multiagent; Project governance; Agriculturalstandardization demonstration project; Something-right-done gov-

ernment ; Effective market



