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Break Through the "Poverty Trap": Lift the Seriously Impoverished Areas out of Poverty
Li Xiaoyun

Abstract: The Chinese government's 30 plus years of poverty alleviation work has chronologically experienced a process of

delineating poverty-stricken areas, designating poor villages, and identifying poor people, and has formed systematic and targeted

poverty alleviation strategies and policies. The main problem facing the current poverty alleviation work is to help the seriously

impoverished areas out of poverty. The "poverty trap" due to the "lack of endogenous impetus" is an endogenous factor causing

severe poverty. To a certain extent, the severe poverty does not only result from the external factor, but is also caused by “poverty

trap” according to the international poverty academics, which refers to a state that transcends the capability of a nation or individuals

while restraining the nation and individuals from grasping the market opportunities and is the internal cause of poverty. The

government needs to make policies of mitigating and eliminating severe poverty on the basis of the “poverty trap” theory, and find

a suitable way out of poverty for people of the seriously impoverished areas from the perspectives of regional development, social

development, social culture, and resources of the poverty alleviation organizations.

Keywords: Seriously impoverished, poverty trap, poverty alleviation policy
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