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Civilization as a Political Ideal ;
Durkheim’ s Ultimate Answer to the Social Contract Theory

Li Yingfer

Abstract: Through a careful analysis of The Social Division of Labor, this paper attempts to re-

veal that Durkheim’ s theory of social types is the final answer and overcoming of French sociology to

the doctrine of natural law since Hobbes. Before that, the four-stage theory of civil society represen-

ted by Adam Smith and the theory of political society focused on the theory of government represen-

ted by Montesquieu and Rousseau were formed around whether the state of nature is necessarily a

state of war. In The Social Division of Labor, Durkheim reenacts the process from the state of nature

to civil society/political society by using the division of labor as a specific moment to solve the fierce

struggle for existence, and through this process, he dissolves the distinction between the two and is

able to fundamentally solve the political and economic crisis in French society, and the political the-

ory with civilizational and holistic theories developed from it is also a social theoretical heritage that

we cannot ignore.

Key words: division of labor; civil society; social type; political ideal; Durkheim
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