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From Reflections to Actions: A Review on the Development and
Discourses of Organic Farming

WU Xiaomian HE Congzhi

Abstract Taking Michel Foucault’s notion of an archaeology of knowledge as a model this paper attempts to explore the

social meaning of organic farming in modern society based on systematic review and analysis of related discourse. The

study reveals that the history of organic farming can be divided into four phases. Organic farming has grown from a margin—

alized reflexive agricultural practice to a discourse field with various stakeholders. The change of the discourse is caused by

certain social background which creates certain discourse as well as certain relationship among different stakeholders. After

understanding the fact that the meaning of “organic” is constructive and variable which is constructed by complex relation—

ships among capital state and society we are able to keep calm in front of this “imported conception”.

Keywords Organic farming; Discourse change; The relationship among subjects



