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Abstract: Alongside the implementation of policy on school rezoning in the ountryside is an expansion of discrepancy in educational re—
source and quality between rural and urban areas. More and more rural families who hold high expectations for their children have sent
them to urban schools and thus created the group of “students” companying mothers”. This study examines the situation of these mothers
based on fieldwork in County Y of Shaanxi Province and County G in Henan Province from the perspectives of gender and care work. It
has found that the phenomenon of students” companying mothers is an outcome of a new round of gender-based division of care work in
rural families. These mothers are restricted in the unpaid care work being excluded from the labor markets. The value of their care is be—
ing judged by their children’s studies. They are also wrongly judged by a few individual cases of these mothers” extra-marital affairs as

their group attributes. This stigmatization has made them a socially distinct group in cities and a target for social control. Thus the femi—
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nization of family-based care work reinforced by the national labor regime and economic development has negatively affected not only

women’s development but also the goal of gender equality in social development.
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