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Chinese agriculture in comparative 
perspective:  
UNEXPECTED BUT EXCEPTIONAL  
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ά! /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ 
ōŜ ŀǾƻƛŘŜŘέ 
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Egypt, 1952 for instance: ɟ 1952  
 
Average land/man ratio ָ :  1.8 acre/῎  
Economic holding ⌐ : 2.6 acre/῎  
Difference (ɲ)               44% 
 
 άǎƻƳŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘέ 



Average land/man ratio versus the economic holding 
(development of ɲ) ָ ԓ ⌐
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1969- 1974 

400% x 
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Local ruptures 
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China, 1979 (HRS):  
a radical rupture Ҳ 1979
֥ ᴑ┼Е҅ ”  



40 years later: 
China is an 
important point of 
reference 
40 ЕҲ
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Peasants can contribute to:   ⌐ԓЕ 

ÅFood security Ὴ 

ÅOverall economic developmentᵩ  

ÅEmployment and incomeҟғ ῇ 

ÅProductivity ֥  

ÅSustainability  

ÅLandscape, biodiversity, climate ɻ
ɻ Ṣ 

ÅEmancipation  

ÅCultural heritage ֥ 

 



Prof. Swaminathan, 
Chair of HLPE of CFS: 
άŀ ƴŜǿ dŜŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǎƳŀƭƭƘƻƭŘŜǊǎέ 

қ Ὴ ᴰ
⌡Ҙ Ӏ  

₴ЕŅ
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Marketed surplus 

ԓ ◐ᵯ 

Self-provisioning of 
food ᶱ  Labour

  ꜠ײַ

Farm    
(crops, livestock, food 
processing, hunting, 
fishing, direct marketing)  

Household  
Embedded in extended 
family, rural community, 
reciprocity) 

Income ῇ Labour
 ꜠ײַ

Other 
sources of 
incomeῚל
ῇ :  

Decapitalization of 
agricultural assets; 
public transfers; 
rental incomes; etc. 

Income ῇ 

Re-use in next 
cycle Ґ҅ү
Ҳῴ ᶕ  

Sold production partly 
used as income 

֥ ⅎᵲҿ ῇ 

Sold production partly used 
for (re-)investments 
֥ ⅎ ԓЃῴЄ  

Non-agricultural activities:   ꜠ 
Self-employment outside agriculture, off-farm wages, migration, 
delivery of machine services, etc. 

Savings to be 
used for 
investments

Ỵ ԓ
 

Labour 
investments

꜠ײַ ῇ 

Formal and 
informal 
loans ғ

 



Peasant Farming 

conversion 

Self controlled resources 

An exceptional performance 
Ҳ    



Agricultural growth in China Ҳ  ҟ  
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Poverty alleviation: contrasting patterns 
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A peasant agriculture 
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