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Reading Prosperity from Farmers’ Perspectives and Needs
JIN Weiling

Abstract Prosperity involves the most concerned, the most direct, and the most practical interests of
farmers, and is the starting point, primary purpose, and ultimate standard to assess the rural vitalization
strategy. Through questionnaire surveys and in-depth interviews with farmers in ten villages of five prov-
inces, this study investigates the living conditions of farmers and explores their understandings, assess-
ments and needs for prosperity. It is found that there is a certain structural dilemma in farmers’ liveli-
hoods. The main source of family income is local farming and migrant work, which is low and unstable;
while expenditures on education, medical care and other expenses constitute a heavy burden, resulting in
low expectations of income increase. There are still many deficiencies in the supply of basic public serv-
ices, such as the upward movement of education resources, the insufficient medical facilities, the lack of
elderly care services, and the shortage of employment opportunities, which do not meet farmers’ expecta-
tions for a better life and affect farmers’ perceptions on prosperity. Reading prosperity from farmers’ per-
spectives, it’s not only the sustainability of family livelihoods and material wealth, but also the security
and happiness based on sufficient basic public services.

Keywords Rural vitalization; Prosperity; Family livelihoods; Basic public services; Farmers’ perspec-

tives



