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How Is Bottom—Up Rural Digital Governance Possible?
The Social Process of the Proliferation

of a Mini Program as a Case Study

LV Peng REN Yalan

Abstract: This paper describes in—depth the social process of the transformation
of a governance mini program developed by a digital platform enterprise from “zero
users” to “high activity” in a village, and attempts to reveal the logic and mechanism
of the diffusion of external technologies in local societies without large—scale external
mobilization from the perspective of the village. First, the social network and social
concepts formed by offline governance have laid a social foundation for online
governance applets. Secondly, the design of products that are compatible with vil-
lages is the technical foundation for the smooth “entry” of digital platforms. Finally,
these two foundations need to be activated through two key mechanisms: “government
platformization” and “platform agility.” This paper not only conceptualizes the
empirical phenomenon of the bottom—up diffusion of external “digital governance
platforms” in villages but also breaks through the paradigms of state—centrism and
social determinism in the explanation of the mechanism, and brings the independent
characteristics of technology and the inter—construction of technology and society
back to the center of the analysis, which provides insights on the village governance
strategy and the development of platforms and products.

Keywords: rural digital governance, digital village, self-fan village, technology

diffusion, social process
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