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How to Make Rural Governance Effective.
Farmers’ Perspectives and Expectations

WANG Yixuan

Abstract Effective governance is an important guarantee for rural vitalization, and it’s also critical to
learn farmers’ cognitions, understandings, and their demands to improve the effectiveness of rural govern-
ance. Based on the survey in ten villages of five provinces, this paper depicts farmers’ understanding of
effective governance and their reflections and demands on rural governance. It’s found that farmers’ under-
standing of effective governance resides in both the administrative dimension and the economic dimension,
while they are relatively satisfied with the current routine management of the villages, but are not satisfied
with the economic operation of the villages. Therefore, farmers are eager to improve rural governance by
up-lifting the capability of village cadres including increasing the fairness and justice when dealing with
village affairs, and leading farmers to prosperity. Farmers believe that the village committees/party branch
and the governments are subjects to rural governance, while they themselves are not actively involved in
the village governance.

Keywords Rural vitalization; Rural governance; Effective governance; Farmers’ perspectives



