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New Development and Challenge for China—Africa Agricultural
Cooperation under the FOCAC Framework

Tang Lixia & Zhao Wenjie & Li Xiaoyun

Abstract: As the traditional field of China—Africa cooperation and an important
intersection of interests, agricultural cooperation has been constantly enriched and
improved under the framework of FOCAC and much new progresses have been
made. The mode of cooperation has shifted from free aids to the combination of aids,
trade and investment; and the main actor of cooperation has changed from the
government to multi-main actors and multi—channel joint participation. The
cooperation has expanded from grain production to the whole industrial chain; and the
form of cooperation has changed from fragmented project cooperation to
institutionalized cooperation. At the same time, China—Africa agricultural cooperation
still faces many challenges including lack of cooperative response mechanism for
unexpected agricultural risks and natural disasters, insufficient attention to the special
agricultural development problems of different countries, insufficient attention to
improve capacity of African countries for agricultural governance, and insufficient
research on the whole social system embedded in agriculture, especially the
governance and operation mechanism of African villages. In the future, China and
Africa should strengthen cooperation on agricultural governance capacity building,
comprehensive rural development, emergency incidents response and so forth. They
should further focus on expanding the number of participants in the cooperation and
strengthen the cooperation with Africa’s local agricultural colleges and universities,
research institutions and enterprises. More importantly, China should strengthen
systematic research on agricultural development of many African countries and make
China—Africa agricultural cooperation more targeted and effective.

Key Words: China—Africa Agricultural Cooperation; FOCAC; Aid;

Capacity Building; Rural Governance
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